Save the Lower Hamakua Ditch Watershed Before it’s too Late!!!!

In February of 2009, landowners in the Lower Hamakua Ditch Watershed area noticed bulk amounts of piping being brought into the area.  When they inquired about it, they discovered a Hawaii State Department of Agriculture (HDOA) “pre-disaster flood mitigation plan” to pipe and bury their ditch.  
The Death Sentence:

The HDOA’s flood mitigation plan is to dig up the entire 24.75 miles of the open ditch system, lay down piping for the water to pass through, and bury it with the excavated soil.  
The plastic waste-water piping they plan to use has a 25 year life expectancy and will be susceptible to breaking and cracking.  No flood survey was completed to identify flood areas for this plan, and because the piping will be completely buried, repairing broken areas will likely be difficult and costly.  
The flood mitigation plan does not even include complete piping through already-existing tunnel areas of the ditch.  The fractured piping will stop 20 feet before and resume 20 feet after each tunnel, leaving the open ditch exposed to run off that will then flow through the constricted piping, likely causing blockage and the need for (again) costly maintenance and repair.  
The flood mitigation plan is, in effect, not a flood mitigation plan at all, and will rather likely cause more problems than the current open ditch watershed which exists now as it has for ninety nine years. 
What makes this obviously flawed and destructive plan even more suspicious is the fact that the historic Lower Hamakua Open Ditch System had been serving its purpose well since it was constructed in 1910.  But for some reason, beginning in 1995, the Hawaii State Department of Agriculture deemed the original Redwood Storm Flume Sections of the ditch unnecessary.  These flume sections were built as flood overpasses, extending over the ditch in areas prone to flooding.  Since 1910, downhill flowing water had passed over the ditch via these flumes and had flowed into gulches toward the ocean.  But the HDOA decided to remove most of these overpasses, and those that were left were not maintained.  Not surprisingly, in 2004, flooding occurred in the areas where the overpasses were removed.  

So essentially, the HDOA created flooding issues by removing the original overpasses.  And now, they want to prevent future flooding issues by completely burying a healthy, living watershed.

Landowners React:

Upon discovering this seemingly secretive plan, Hamakua landowners responded by writing a letter of concerns about the project.  They sent it to the HDOA.  They received no response. 
Then, on April 13, 2009, a short, one-page “notice” was delivered to local landowners, informing them that work would begin on the ditch on April 27, 2009.  This was the first written notice of any kind that landowners in the area were given about the project (a week and a half before it was slated to begin).  According to Hawaii Revised Statute 167-17, if the board of agriculture chooses to organize an irrigation project, it must notify the public about the project more than one month ahead of time.
The HDOA did NOT adhere to this law of notification.

Frustrated by the poor planning of this floodproofing project, and the lack of proper notification, local landowners contacted the State of Hawaii Department of Land and Natural Resources and shared their concerns.  Though an official from this department completely agreed with the landowners’ concerns, nothing was done to stop the HDOA’s plan of action.
An Environmental Catastrophe:
One of the primary concerns with the HDOA flood mitigation plan is the lack of recognition of the Lower Hamakua Ditch as a Watershed.  
In 1999, an Environmental Impact Statement and a subsequent 2001 Memo of Agreement declared the Lower Hamakua Ditch a protected Watershed.  The agreement was to repair and restore the Lower Hamakua Ditch as an open watershed system so that it could remain a reliable water source for area residents and farmers, and also remain a safe habitat for the many endangered native species that live in the watershed.  The species that depend on the watershed include but are not limited to:  the blue crested heron, the blue dragon fly, the Hawaiian duck, and the limu it depends on for its sustenance.  Record of the decision to proceed with this project is available under the provisions of Public Law 83-566.  

In other words, the Lower Hamakua Ditch has been declared a protected watershed area under federal law, and the repair and restoration of it is still classified as an “active watershed project.”  So how can it be legal to bury it? 
Since 2001, the Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) and local landowners have spent over $27 million in federal funds and countless hours of work implementing the repair and restoration plans of the 2001 agreement.  Of the original proposed works of improvement on the watershed, almost all have now been completed.  $7.8 million in NRCS funds has already been allocated for the completion of these last improvements. 

Now that the active watershed project is in its final stages of completion, the HDOA has applied for a $3.9 million pre-disaster mitigation grant from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and has developed a plan that will pipe and bury the watershed, rendering all of the time, money and effort of the original watershed repair and restoration plan completely useless.

It is obvious why local landowners oppose the HDOA’s new flood mitigation plan which will kill and bury the ninety nine year-old watershed they have spent a decade repairing and restoring.  
In addition to the adverse environmental effects the plan will cause, the piping of the now-open ditch system will reduce ditch safe capacity water flow from 44 million gallons of water per day to an estimation of less than 17 million gallons of water per day – greatly restricting the amount of water available to the farmers who currently depend on it as well as future agricultural programs.

The Lower Hamakua Ditch Watershed system also holds the potential of providing huge amounts of sustainable hydroelectricity.  Though a plan for this has not yet been developed, the possibility is great.  If the HDOA’s pipe and bury plan is put into action, this possibility will dwindle significantly.    

The media, the marketplace, and even politicians, have recently been sending a message to the public that we are entering an era of environmental consciousness and responsibility.  Our own president has placed a heavy emphasis on clean energy and green jobs.  
And yet, somehow, the State of Hawaii Department of Agriculture is being allowed to: 
*completely destroy a protected watershed, 
*kill endangered species, 
*sever a safe and sustainable water supply for local farmers and residents, and

*thwart a great potential for clean energy before it has even been realized.  
The environmental damage they will cause, if they are allowed to move forward with this plan WILL BE IRREPARABLE!
Erasing Hawaiian History:
If put into action, this flood mitigation plan will also completely destroy an historic water system that would otherwise be celebrating its one hundredth birthday next July.
As Hawaii law defines an historic property as “any building, structure, object, district, area, or site, including heiau and underwater site, which is over fifty years old,” the ninety nine year-old Hamakua ditch should be considered as such.  The Hawaii State Historic Preservation Division classifies the entire 24.75 miles of the Hamakua Ditch System as one historic site under the site number 50-10-7, 89-7513.  
Over the past several months, bulldozers and the wastewater piping that will be used in the project have been brought to the area at night and stashed on private land.  Landowners have reported incidents of construction workers trespassing on and altering their land without permission.

As of today, October 2, 2009, construction workers are present at the pipe sites.  Landowners are under the assumption that work on the project may begin at any time.  For this reason, they feel it is imperative that IMMEDIATE action be taken before any irreparable construction is done on their ditch.
How You Can Help Save the Watershed:
1.  Send an official objection letter to FEMA

The funding for this project is in the form of a $3.9 million pre-disaster FEMA grant.  According the agreement, if, at any time before December 31, 2009, a member of the public objects in writing to the 2006 Memo of Agreement for the flood mitigation plan, FEMA will notify the involved parties in writing and will take the objection into consideration.  The objection should put the project on hold for a maximum of 35 days, while FEMA decides whether or not the project should be allowed to continue.

We need as much time as we can get.  Though, legally, only one objection letter is needed to put the project on hold, hundreds of letters might send a louder message.   
Send your objection letter to:
Federal Emergency Management Agency
Attention: Nancy Ward, Region IX Administrator
1111 Broadway, Suite 1200

Oakland, CA 94607-4052

2.  Call or write the State of Hawaii Department of Agriculture to file an objection.
Send your call or letter to:

Hawai`i Department of Agriculture
Office of the Chairperson
1428 S. King Street
Honolulu, HI 96814
Ph: 808 973-9560

3.  Call or write your County Council members, State Representatives, Congressmen and Senators to inform them of your objection to the flood mitigation plan.
Contact Info:

State of Hawaii County Council Members





        Phone
    Fax

Email
	1
	Dominic Yagong
	(808) 961-8225
	(808) 961-8912
	dyagong@co.hawaii.hi.us

	2
	Donald Ikeda
	(808) 961-8225
	(808) 961-8912
	dikeda@co.hawaii.hi.us

	3
	J Yoshimoto, Council Chairman
	(808) 961-8225
	(808) 961-8912
	jyoshimoto@co.hawaii.hi.us

	4
	Dennis "Fresh" Onishi
	(808) 961-8225
	(808) 961-8912
	donishi@co.hawaii.hi.us

	5
	Emily I. Naeole
	(808) 965-2712
	(808) 965-2707
	enaeole@co.hawaii.hi.us

	6
	Guy Enriques
	(808) 961-8225
	(808) 961-8912
	genriques@co.hawaii.hi.us

	7
	Brenda Ford
	(808) 326-5684
	(808) 329-4786
	bford@co.hawaii.hi.us

	8
	Kelly Greenwell
	(808) 327-3642
	(808) 329-4786
	kgreenwell@co.hawaii.hi.us

	9
	Pete Hoffmann
	(808) 887-2043
	(808) 887-2072
	phoffmann@co.hawaii.hi.us


U.S. Senators for Hawaii

	Akaka, Daniel K. - (D - HI) 
	Class I

	141 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON DC 20510 

	(202) 224-6361

	Web Form: akaka.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Contact.Home

	[image: image1]

	Inouye, Daniel K. - (D - HI) 
	Class III

	722 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON DC 20510

	(202) 224-3934

	Web Form: inouye.senate.gov/Contact/Email-Form.cfm


U.S. Congresspersons for Hawaii
Mazie K. Hirono

http://hirono.house.gov/ContactMe/Email.htm
Neil Abercrombie

http://www.house.gov/abercrombie/contact.shtml
Hawaii State Senate and House Representatives

State Senator Dwight Takamine


230 Kekuanaoa St. 
Hilo, HI 96720This e-mail address is being protected from spam bots, you need JavaScript enabled to view it [image: image2.png]



(808) 586-7335
Hawaii State House of Representatives 
Mark M. Nakashima, 1st Representative District
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 319
415 South Beretania Street
Honolulu, HI 96813
phone 808-586-6680 fax 808-586-6684
E-mail repnakashima@capitol.hawaii.gov
4.  Stay Informed and Spread the Word!!!!!
If you have any questions or comments, please send them to:

hamakuawatershed@yahoo.com
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